
Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 








' H fer-IATTHEW&H 



NEW STYLES IN FURNITURE. 



THE WILLIAMSPORT FURNITURE COHPANY. 

THE Williamsport Furniture Company, so well known in con- 
nection with the manufacture of bedroom suites in curley 
birch and chiffoniers in bird's eye maple, and enamel and 
gold finish, and sideboards in quartered oak, have such a repu- 
tation that it is not necessary to expatiate on their productions. 
Their long experience in the trade has given them a knowledge 
of its requirements, which insures satisfaction being given in 
the execution of orders. They are showing a great many new 
designs in three-piece bedroom suites executed in curley birch, 
consisting in each case of bed, dressing bureau and wasbstand. 
Any of these suites can be supplemented with a ladies' dressing 
table and cheval glass to match. We illustrate herewith a 
dressing bureau which is one of their new designs for the spring 
season. The design is somewhat in the Louis XV. style, with 
a "cut out" mirror, following the unique outlines of the mirror 
frame. Makers of bedroom furniture do not supply wardrobes 



ing, sound construction and fine lines being their characteris- 
tics. All the articles which come from these manufacturers are 
a credit to the craft to which they belong. 
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Dressing Bureau. By The Williamsport Furniture Company. 

as a part of the furnishings, such as is done in England, because 
in the construction of many American houses wardrobes are a 
part of the architectural fittings of the building, and in other 
cases the capacious closets that are constructed do away with 
the necessity of a wardrobe. Many beautiful designs are shown 
in white enamel and gold, a method of finish that is eminently 
cheerful and artistic. There are also shown some attractive 
designs in oak sideboards on the Colonial order, delicate carv- 



E. KAHN & COMPANY, LIHITED. 

[F people cannot get antique carved oak, the supply of which 
is certainly unequal to the demand, modern work. made up 
on the same lines has to supply its place, and it is to just this 




Sidekoard in Carved Oak. By E. Kahn & Co., Limited. 

demand that Messrs. E. Kahn & Co. cater. Their display of 
goods of this description at the Furniture Exposition certainly 
fulfills the requirements of all buyers on the lookout for the class 
of work referred to, and all styles in demand- — Henri Deux, 
Francois -Premier, Renaissance, Elizabethan, Jacobean, and 
others — are rendered in oak with a skill and spirit which leave 
little cause for wonder that such goods should retain a large 
measure of popularity. Cabinets, bookcases, sideboards, tables, 
chairs, and wall paneling and fitments constitute the leading 
departments of this branch of the business, of which a full line 
of samples can be seen in the warehouse of the firm, located at 
No. 4 West Fifteenth street, in this city. 

Another important branch of the firm's business is a large 
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line of fancy furniture in the French and English styles. 
There can be no doubt that the French are preeminent in the 
origination and manufacture of choice articles of fancy cabinet 
work, and we understand that Messrs. E. Kahn & Co. have a fac- 
tory at Paris for the manufacture of cabinets, kidney tables, 
writing tables, work tables, card tables, and afternoon tea 
tables, illustrating the Louis XIII., XIV., XV., XVI., and 
Empire styles, of which choice examples are here exhibited. 
These attractive furnishings are supplemented with similar 
articles in Chippendale, Sheraton and Heppelwhite patterns in 




a divan which is quite a gem in its way. The sketch itself is 
pretty, but the article, with its finely flowing framework in 
mahogany, delicately lined with marquetry, is a thoroughly 
fresh and attractive design. It is appropriately covered with a 
striped silk brocade, and there is an easy chair to match. 
The entire display includes a fine collection of over-stuffed 
pieces, a fine line of mahogany rockers, a line of Morris chairs, 
club easy chairs, and a big line of dining chairs. The entire 
display is a splendid achievement of talent, application and 
experience. The designs are all new and fresh, and in construc- 
tion, selection of stock, and beauty of finish, are 
a great tribute to the artistic progress and 
mechanical capabilities of the firm. 



Divan. By C. H. Medicus & Co. 

inlaid satinwood, or carved light or dark mahogany. It is 
only when looking at such pieces of cabinet work, notably the 
Louis Quinze forms, that one appreciates how extraordinarily 
skillful the European cabinet-maker is in putting together curvi- 
lineal and curiously shaped framework, which his brother crafts- 
man on this side. of the Atlantic would describe as impracticable. 
As for the Louis Seize work, with its finely molded and deli- 
cately traced inlaid enrichments, it is exceptionally fine, and the 
same may be said of the Empire cabinets and other articles 
shown. In leaving the consideration of this section, suffice it 
to say that the finest work of the French tbdnistes of to-day is to 
be obtained through this firm, as well as odd pieces of rare 
value. 

Did space permit we should be tempted to expatiate upon 
the choice array of Delft and Italian faience, of which some fine 
examples are exhibited. 



POOLEY BROTHERS. 

IN the construction of ladies' writing desks 
we have seen nothing for a long time that 
demands such attention, or is- calculated to 
awaken such an -interest in these dainty pro- 
ductions, as the line of mahogany desks ex- 
hibited by Messrs. C. H. Medicus & Co. on 
behalf of the manufacturers, Messrs. Pooley 
Bros., of Philadelphia. To say that good taste 
and excellent workmanship predominate would 
be to give a very faint idea of the intrinsic 
merits of this firm's productions. The various 
examples are either lavishly inlaid with mar- 
quetry, with the accompaniment of fine gilt 
metal,, work in the drawer pulls, key plates and 
railings, or the designs are enriched with fine 
carvings with the accompaniment of small onyx 
columns with gilt brass attachments. All of the 
desks, whether of oak or mahogany, are fitted, 
with patent automatic arm slides to support 
the writing bed when the desk is opened. Some 
are in the Louis XV. and Louis XVI. styles, but the majority are 
fashioned on Colonial lines, the design and workmanship in all 
cases being of a very high standard. In some patterns drawers 
extend the full width of the desk down to the floor, while other 
desks are of the pedestal variety, with the drawers on either 
side being flanked with columns of Mexican onyx. Interiorly 



C. H. riEDICUS & COMPANY. 

FASCINATING as have been the productions of this well- 
known firm in the past, their present exhibit is even 
more attractive. The entire output of parlor furniture 
is full of characteristic examples of the more ornate 
schools of modern furnishing, but none of the pieces are 
merely replicas of the French 18th century styles, but bear an 
Occidental impress instead, in which the wants of the American 
people are cleverly interpreted. The various settees, divans 
and chairs are models of good woodwork, characterized by deli- 
cate carving, fine inlaying, and a simplicity of line that makes 
it a delight to examine and handle such fine specimens of con- 
temporary furniture. 

A parlor suite on Empire lines is a skillful study of subtle 
lines, the covering being a crimson silk brocade, with Empire 
figure in white. The easy chair is covered with a brocade of 
similar design in Empire green. A demure little Chippendale 
suite is in dark silver blue silk velour, attached to the frame- 
work with brass-headed nails. There is an extensive display of 
complete suites and occasional pieces with carved framework, 
finished with burnished gold. The combination of framework 
of this description with those lovely modern tapestries that are 
making the end of the 19th century as famous as those of the 
18th century for pretty designs in textile fabrics. 

To justify our eulogium of the Medicus display, we reproduce 




Ladies' Writing Desk. By Pooley Bros. 

the small drawers and pigeon holes are finished in the same 
wood in which the desk is constructed, but in some cases there 
is constructed a minute facade with pillars and entablature all 
in white marble, mounted with gilt brass decorations, the 
drawers and jewel safe being faced with the same material. In 
other cases the Mexican onyx is substituted, for the white 
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marble, the effect being no less gorgeous. This display of writ- 
ing desks is interspersed with mahogany tables with onyx legs 
and brass mountings on base and edge of leaf. A large-sized 
square table of mahogany in the Empire style has triple onyx 
legs on each corner after the manner of the style. -In these 
goods the best of construction, carving, inlaying and metal 
work are combined to make articles of furniture, which are 
certainly unique in their way, and invaluable to those who are 
on the lookout for something exceptionally attractive. 



conveniences as possible for the orderly arrangement of books 
and papers. A place for everything and everything in its 
place is the principle upon which the business man's desk, is 
constructed. Elaborating this principle to its fullest extent, 
regardless of what conventionality has got to say as to the style 
of this special article, the firm of A. Cutler & Son, of Buffalo, 



THE OTTO FURNITURE COMPANY. 

IT is certain that the exquisite examples of bedroom furniture 
exhibited by the above firm are a signal proof of the keen 
appreciation of the people at large for well-designed, well- 
constructed and perfectly-finished bedroom belongings. Many 
suites are shown, each consisting of bed, dressing bureau and 
dressing table, constructed in oak, birch, maple and mahogany. 
A novelty of this firm's productions is the use of different woods 
in the same article. For example, there is shown a bed, the frame 
of which is in curley birch; still another has the framework in 
mahogany with the panels in maple. This pleasing innovation 
will doubtless prove attractive to those who wish to avoid the 
conventional and commonplace in their belongings. There is 
a large line of white enamel and gold suites, so faultless in 
finish and so exquisite in form that one is at a loss to know 
which to admire most, the enamel finish or the pieces in highly 
polished natural wood. 

There is a large line of chiffoniers and toilet tables, also in 
oak, birch, maple and mahogany. We give an illustration of a 
dressing bureau and toilet table, which is one of the newest 
designs produced by the firm for the present season. The pieces 
are part of a suite constructed on distinctly rococo lines. 





Chiffonier and Dressing Table. By The Otto Furniture Company. 



There is a distinctively refined character about the finish of the 
Otto Furniture Company's productions that at once identifies 
them with the best possible design and workmanship. 



Business Desk, By A. Cutler & Son. 

N. Y., have exhausted their ingenuity in rendering their desks 
perfect arsenals of patented devices, encyclopedias of conven- 
ient contrivances. In their desks shown at the Furniture 
Exposition we noticed the superstructure composed of pigeon- 
holes, covered with patent sliding doors. There is a 
patent waste-paper basket, un- 
derneath the middle part of 
the writing bed. In one of 
the drawers in each desk is a 
patent rack for note paper, 
and in an another a patent 
file for letters. The roll 
curtain is a patented double, 
wood construction, which does 
away with the use of canvas 
on the other side, the various 
sections interlocking with each 
other. The triple inkwells are 
supported above the bed of 
the desk by means of another 
patent arrangement, which 
effectually prevents the over- 
turning of the ink bottle, and 
even the blotting-paper is 
attached to a spring that 
causes it to fly back, after 
being used, to its proper place. 
The Cutler desks are known 
throughout the world, and large 
numbers are shipped to foreign 
countries to supply the steady 
demand therefor. 

The firm manufacture stand- 
ing desks, typewriter de'sks, 
directors' tables, filing cases, 
card tables, revolving chairs and ail kinds of office furniture, in 
addition to their famous desks. Their exhibit at the Exposition 
contains some sixty different pieces and is in charge of the 
courteous and energetic Mr. S. Lee. 



A. CUTLER & SON. 



THERE is little or no attempt at nights of fancy in the 
construction of the modern business desk. What the 
modern man of business requires is a species of table to 
write upon, upon and around which are concentrated as many 



THE ADAMS & WESTLAKE CO. 

THE magnificent display brass bedsteads, by the Adams & 
Westlake Company, of Chicago, is fresh evidence of the 
unflagging energy and enterprise of this well-known West- 
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ern firm. The display is brilliantly emphasized by having the 
walls above and around the beds decorated with many fine 
examples of painted tapestry from the well-known studios of 
the American Tapestry Company, of this city, of which Mr. J. 
F. Douthitt is proprietor. There is a direct relation between a 
painted tapestry and a brass bed, as will be seen in our illus- 
tration of the newest 
pattern of an Adams 
& Westlakebed. The 
design, which is both 
original and artistic, 
makes provision, by 
means of oval panels 




Brass Bed. By The Adams & Westlake Co. 

in the head and foot, for the use of painted tapestry, as shown 
in our sketch. The tapestry bestows a feeling of softness to 
the metal structure that is extremely inviting, whereas the 
metal work, on the other hand, gives an air of freshness, clean- 
liness and artistic grace to the modern couch, making that 
which is altogether utilitarian in character a thing of beauty 
and, certainly without fear of contradiction, a joy forever. The 
following is a correct wording of the diploma awarded the 
Adams & Westlake Company: 

AWARD. 

" For great advancement in the manufacture of brass bedsteads. For 
the great variety of novel, original and highly artistic and meritorious 



designs, executed in a most perfect, skillful and artistic manner. For 
perfect, clean and sharp castings, the most skillful and accurate workman- 
ship in the making of the various parts, so that they are interchangeable, 
and enhancing the strength and durability of the bedsteads. For new and 
excellent casters, made so as to be easily removed or changed. For 
superior lacqtier and very fine finish. 

"The superb elegance of this exhibit and the great artistic taste dis- 
played in its installation show an earnestness of purpose, an intelligence 
of method and an enthusiastic zeal in the advancement and elevation of 
manufactures that is worthy of the highest commendation." 

The exhibit is in charge of the courteous and energetic Mr. 

C. H. Kimball, who has mounted in his display no less than 

thirty-five different patterns of brass beds for the inspection of 

the trade in general. Some of these are already provided with 

bedding, bedspread, draped canopy, etc., showing 

the effect of a bed when ready for immediate 

occupation. 

Most of the beds are finished in a rich golden 
lacquer, which is guaranteed with ordinary usage 
to remain bright for an indefinite time. Some 
are silver plated, and it requires about twenty- 
five dollars' worth of solid silver to effectively silver 
plate an ordinary bed. The result is magnificent. 
The silver is subsequently coated with a trans- 
parent lacquer, which is so manipulated as to im- 
part a dead silver finish which is so desirable. In 
the construction of the beds a radical departure 
from the English method of high foot-board and 
comparatively low headpiece is effected by 
making the foot-piece low and the headpiece 
high. Housewives can thus easily arrange the 
bedclothes between the mattresses and the foot- 
piece much more easily than if a high foot-piece 
were used, and the bed when dressed presents 
altogether a more attractive appearance. The 
Adams & Westlake Company was the first firm to 
make a radial innovation on the iron grille, or gate- like con- 
struction, of the old-time metal bed, by designing a bed with 
horizontal lines only between the posts, the two upper railings 
being decorated at the ends with relief panels in cast brass. 
Designs of this kind have proved great sellers. Being leaders 
in the manufacture of American brass beds, it is highly 
probable that the firm will establish a New York warehouse 
as their main branch in the East, where they enjoy an envi- 
able trade. 

The Adams & Westlake display is the center of attraction in 
the whole Exposition. The combination of painted tapestry 
and metallic beds is one of resplendent beauty. 




Louis XVI. Divan and Chair. By M. F. & F. E. Schrenkeisen. 
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M. F. & F. E. SCHRENKE1SEN. 

IN parlor and library furniture the productions of Messrs, 
M. F. & E. F. Schrenkeisen are worthy examples of the 
highest class of commercial art products. They have 
discovered that a suite of furniture need not necessarily be a 
reproduction of French or English ideas to find favor with the 
American public. On the other hand, our illustration of a 
Louis XVI. divan and chair, which belong to a three-piece 
suite, will convince the reader that they are quite able to pro- 
duce a thorough and conscientiously faithful reproduction of 
any given style when necessary. 

Only a portion of their goods are shown in the Exposition, 
and those who wish' to see their finest work must visit their 
warerooms, located at Nos. 45 and 47 Elizabeth street, where 
one of the finest displays of modern American furniture is to be 
seen. It is to their exhibit in Elizabeth street that we wish to 
call attention in particular, every detail in which will amply 
repay the closest and most careful study. Indeed, it is only 
by careful examination of the workmanship throughout that 
the full value and beauty of the exhibit can be realized. There 
is shown a gilt suite upholstered in the daintiest of rose damask, 
there being a tufted panel inside of a gilt carved panel, which 
of itself forms a central part of the tufted back of both chairs 
and divan. In the several rooms furnished with the firm's 
choicest productions, the individual pieces deserve a more de- 
tailed description than the space at our command will permit. 
A gilt easy chair has a carved back of extraordinary richness of 
design in flamboyant Occidental style. The right and left pil- 
lars of the back, inlaid with delightful shell pattern of mother- 
of-pearl. A suite in white mahogany, with a decided leaning 
toward the style of the Grand Monarque, is a most bewitching 
conception, and the vitrine fashioned from the same material in 
imitation of a sedan chair would form a captivating set of 
furnishings for a boudoir. Other apartments are supplied with 
mahogany furniture of the Sheraton order, inlaid with 
marquetry. Many designs of screens are in evidence, more or 
less rococo in style, filled with painted silk panels. _ A most 
delightful little suite in hand-carved tulip wood, beside which 



duce a characteristic Novelty sideboard, which possesses an 
unmistakably novel and up-to-date appearance. 

The hall stands, like the sideboards, are in hand-carved quar- 
tered oak, and all have pattern mirror plates. The furniture 
trade visiting the Exposition regarded the products of this firm 
with great admiration. The individuality and unexpectedness 





Carved Oak Sideboard. By The Novelty Mfg. Co., Syracuse, N. Y. 

of the designs, and the absence of any pretense in such solid 
and attractive specialties, give rise to an extensive business. 
The firm manufacture but one style of combination case, and, 
in the language of an admiring dealer, it is "a corker." With- 
out any pretense toward seeking a patronage that is not 
deserved, the firm have placed some of their most fetching and 
graceful novelties, before the numerous critical visitors who 
thronged the Exposition building, and the verdict sustains the 
reputation of the firm for spirited design and bold and clean- 
cut work. 



The American Extension Bed. By The Brookville Furniture 



stands a pretty little vitrine in gold, and a gem of a marquise 
chair, also in gold, are simply jewelry of a larger growth. 
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THE NOVELTY HANUFACTURING COMPANY. 

AND-CARVED sideboards and hall stands, which are sure 
and swift sellers, are the specialties of the Novelty 
Manufacturing Company at Syracuse, N. Y. We repro- 



THE BROOKVILLE FURNITURE COMPANY. 

SO signal has been the success of the American Extension Bed 
since its introduction to the public, six months ago, that 
its manufacturers, the Brookville Furniture Company, of 
Brookville, Ind., devote their extensive plant to the making 
of this one article. This new extension bed, of which we give 
an illustration, has been patented by its inventor, Mr. F. W. 
Nye, of Cincinnati. It is not a bed that folds end upward, or 
is let down, or tips over, or turns around. There are no 
weights, nor springs, nor catches to interfere with 
its easy operation. The upper and lower parts are 
two distinct and independent pieces of furniture, the 
lower part containing the bed, which when to be used 
is pulled forward and the bed is ready. When one 
is finished sleeping thereon the bed is easily pulled 
back into its former position by simply turning a 
handle. The bed is upholstered on top of a box- 
spring mattress. The upper part is exactly what 
it represents to be, a genuine and useful piece of 
furniture. It is a combination of chiffonier and 
dressing bureau. This most ingenious piece of furni- 
ture is made in seven different styles in oak, and 
there being absolutely no danger involved in its use 
there will be consequently no damage suits and no 
loss either of customers or reputation. The rules 
of traditional bedstead making do not hamper the 
designers of modern folding or extension beds. So long as the 
practical consolidation of two, three or more, different articles 
of furniture can be obtained without violating the laws of con- 
struction, the resultant economy of space and outlay will 
secure a large patronage. The manufacturers are turning out 
two hundred and fifty beds per month, an activity which testifies 
to the salable qualities of this new invention. 



